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Tax Booklets Mailed To
State’s Taxpayers

eginning the last week of Decem-

ber, the Georgia Department of
Revenue mailed tax preparation instruction
booklets to approximately 1.9 million Geor-
gia taxpayers in preparation for the 2000
tax-filing season.

As a cost saving measure, approxi-
mately 852,000 electronic filers from last
year and 464,000 potential TeleFiling tax-
payers were not be mailed a tax booklet.

“We encourage those who filed elec-
tronically last year to do so again this year,”
said Bobby Goolsby, Director of the De-
partment of Revenue’s Income Tax Divi-
sion.

He added, “this year, individuals with
abalance due can file electronically.”

Goolsby explained that the benefits of
electronic filing include faster refunds, more
accurate returns and eliminates manual pro-
cessing of paper returns.

Goolsby announced that the state is
introducing TeleFiling this year for eligible
taxpayers.

“TeleFiling is for single taxpayers with
no dependents, who earn less that $57,200
in total income and are eligible to file their
federal return by TeleFiling,” he explained.

Potential TeleFilers will receive federal
booklets from the Internal Revenue Service
and state booklets from the Georgia De-
partment of Revenue.

“Just like electronic filing, TeleFiling
will speed up your refund,” Goolsby said.
“However, taxpayers cannot TeleFile un-
less they receive the federal TeleFile
packet.”

“Individuals who receive the packets
and cannot TeleFile can contact the De-
partment of Revenue for assistance or visit
our website at www.state.ga.us/depart-
ments/dor,” added Goolsby.

Information, forms and assistance in
filling out tax returns is available at any of
the Department’s regional offices, the DOR
web site or by calling 404-656-8477 within
metro Atlanta; outside the metro area call
877-602-8477.

DOR’s Voluridary
Disclosure

'he Georgia Department of Revenue

initiated its Voluntary Disclosure
Program in 1994 in an effort to promote com-
pliance for taxpayers doing business in
Georgia.

Since its inception, the program has
experienced significant growth and has
been acknowledged as being an efficient
mechanism for the Department to enhance
compliance across a variety of tax types.

The Department has made the disclo-
sure process a relatively simple and pain-
less procedure for both practitioners and
taxpayers.

In order to initiate a disclosure action,
a practitioner should submit a fact letter
which details the taxpayer’s activities in
Georgia. The letter should include specific
information on the nature of the taxpayer’s
business, how they conduct business and
how long they have been conducting busi-
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Gommssioner’s Letter

A‘s the 2000 Income Tax filing season approaches, filing a Georgia income tax
eturn has never been easier. In addition to offering enhancements to our
popular electronic filing option, we have introduced a new TeleFile option this year
which requires only your touch-tone telephone.

We are pleased to announce that for qualifying taxpayers, Georgia now offers the
option to TeleFile your income tax return. To be eligible, an individual must have re-
ceived a TeleFile booklet from the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice, earn less than $57,200 in total income and be a single
taxpayer with no dependents. As many as 400,000 Geor-
gia individual taxpayers will be eligible for touch-tone fil-
ing this year.

Also new this year, is an option for individuals who
have a balance due to file their return electronically. Filing
electronically had previously been limited only to those
taxpayers who were due a refund. We encourage every-
one to file electronically. The benefits include obtaining
your refund faster, ensuring a more accurate return and
receiving immediate confirmation that your return was ac-
cepted. As with TeleFiling, to file your state return elec-
tronically, you must also file your federal return electroni-

Commissioner Jackson

cally.

This year we have also implemented our new customer service program, Taxpayer
Information Programs and Services, (TIPS) to assist taxpayers. If you need tax assis-
tance or if you have general questions, please try the following numbers - within metro
Atlanta call 404-656-TIPS (8477) or outside the metro area call toll-free 877-602-TIPS
(8477). We are confident that this customer service initiative will improve our respon-
siveness to you.

Of particular interest to Georgia homeowners, Governor Barnes has requested funds
from the General Assembly totaling $249 million to fund the third installment of his
homestead exemption tax credit initiative. If appropriated by the General Assembly, each
homeowner will receive homestead relief this year which equates to $20,000 in fair market
value. Georgia’s average millage rate is 32 mills, which means the average homeowner
will save $256 in homestead relief. Since its inception in 1999, $201,808,588.39 hasbeen
reimbursed to local governments to cover the amount of the tax credit authorized by the
legislature. For more detail, I invite you to visit our web page at www.state.ga.us/
departments/dor.

T. Jerry Jackson, Commissioner

Changes InSales Use Tax
ForContractors, Subcontractors

uring its 2000 session, the Geor-  tion must be done using Form S&U 214-1.
ia legislature amended some of Out-of-state contractors are still re-

the sales and use tax laws pertaining to
contractors and subcontractors.

General or prime contractors are no
longer required to notify the state of any
contract or series of contracts on a single
project that are for less than $250,000 nor
are they required to withhold the two per-
cent retainer.

General or prime contractors are still
required to notify the state when they let a
contract or series of contracts for $250,000
or more to a subcontractor. The notifica-

quired to post a nonresident contractor’s
bond for projects over $10,000. The sales
and use bond is optional for out-of-state
contractors, however, if they do not post
the bond for projects over $250,000, the
general or primecontractor is required to
retain two percent.

Every in and out-of -state contractor
is required to file an application for a Cer-
tificate of Registration with the Georgia De-

Continued on page 3
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Jeremie Peterkin
Named DOR
Controller

eremie Peterkin was named control-
ler, a newly created position within
the Department of Revenue, on Jan. 2.

“Our hiring of Jeremie marks another
important step towards establishing a
strong financial and accounting depart-
ment as well as developing and implement-
ing state-of-the-art accounting systems
and internal controls for the Department,”
said Commissioner T. Jerry Jackson.

Peterkin’s first initiative will be imple-
menting the revenue collection and dis-
bursement module of the Department’s
Peoplesoft accounting system.

Prior to assuming his new duties,
Peterkin was a Professional Associate with
Jefferson Wells, International, where he
was in charge of highly specialized projects
for major corporations. He has also held
positions with Walt Disney Company in
Burbank, Calif., Coca-Cola Enterprises, Inc.
in Atlanta, and Price Waterhouse Coopers
LLP, in Boston and Atlanta.

He has a bachelor’s degree in account-
ing from Bentley College in Massachusetts
and is a certified public accountant.

Revenue Agents
Increase Tobacco
Monitoring

eorgia Commissioner of Revenue
T. Jerry Jackson announced on

Nov. 15, that Revenue Agents would be
increasing their monitoring of retail estab-
lishments that sell tobacco products.

“Our agents will be concentrating on
enforcing the state’s underage laws regard-
ing tobacco products,” said the Commis-
sioner. “Georgia law prohibits individuals
under the age of 18 from purchasing ciga-
rettes or tobacco related objects. The law
also prohibits the sale of cigarettes and
tobacco related objects to minors and it
prohibits the purchasing of cigarettes and
tobacco related objects for a minor unless
the minor is the child of the purchaser.”

The Department of Revenue assumed
responsibility for enforcing the state’s un-
derage laws regarding tobacco products
on July 1.




ax Forms can be obtained from the Department of Revenue by mail, fax or by
downloading them from the DOR website.

Mail requests should be addressed to Georgia Income Tax Forms, P.O. Box 740389,
Atlanta, GA 30374-0389. The request should indicate the specific form(s) and quantity
desired. Some forms are in limited supply and delivery could take three to four weeks.

Form requests can be made by telephone for fax delivery 24 hours a day by calling
(404) 656-4293. To receive a list of the 26 forms available via fax-on-demand, select
Option 1. After receiving an index, requests can be made for specific forms by selecting
Option 2. If your order has not been received within 30 minutes, you should reorder.
Selected forms can be ordered by voice mail by selecting Option 3. Up to 16 different

forms can be ordered with each phone call.

Forms can be downloaded from the DOR website at www?2.state.ga.us/departments/

dor/ and following the link to forms.

To obtain federal forms, call the Internal Revenue Service at 800-829-3676.

Georgia’s Estimated Tax

ho must file: Individuals or fi-

duciaries subject to Georgia’s

income tax who expect to have gross in-

come which exceeds (1) personal exemp-

tion plus (2) credit for dependents plus (3)

estimated deductions, plus (4) $1,000 in-
come not subject to withholding.

Purpose: To enable taxpayers having

income not subject to withholding to cur-

rently pay their income tax.

Payment Dates: Payment in full of es-
timated tax may be made with the first in-
stallment or in equal installments during
the year on or before the 15th of April,
September and the following January.

See pages 15 and 16 of the Georgia
Income Tax booklet (IT 511) for additional
information or visit DOR’s website.

Sales-Use Tax 2001 Seminar Schedule
Date Location Telephone
January 30 Valdosta State University, Valdosta 229-245-3738
March 7 Dalton State College, Dalton 706-272-2700
March 22 Ogeechee Technical Institute, Statesboro 912-681-5551
April 3 Kennesaw State College, Kennesaw 770-423-6450
April 6 Kennesaw State College, Kennesaw 770-423-6450
May 14 Dartion College, Albany 9124304303
May 17 The Floyd College, Rome 706-295-6326
May 23 Heart of Georgia Technical College, Dublin ~ 912-681-5551
June TBA Maloof Auditorium, Decatur 404-373-6930
July 18 Gainesville College, Gainesville 770-531-5681
August TBA Clayton College & State University, Morrow 770-961-3440

August 22 Gwinnett Justice & Administration

Center Auditorium, Lawrenceville 770-806-2124
August 23 Gwinnett Justice & Administration

Center Auditorium, Lawrenceville 770-806-2124
September 5 Georgia Power Building, Atlanta 404-651-3550
September 6 Georgia Power Building, Atlanta 404-651-3550
October 17 Columbus State University, Columbus 706-272-2700
October 18 Macon State College, Macon 912-751-6592
October 24 Macon State College, Macon 912-751-6592
November 8 Russell Research Center, Athens 706-542-2134
November 15 Augusta Technical Institute, Augusta 706-737-1790
November 29 Russell Research Center, Athens 706-542-2134
December 4 Kennesaw State College, Kennesaw 770-423-6450
December 6 Kennesaw State College, Kennesaw 770-423-6450
All sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at 5 p.m.
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DOR Website Gains
In Popularity With
Georgia Taxpayers

tatistics for the Georgia Depart-

ment of Revenue’s website con-
tinue to show increased usage by
Georgia’s taxpayers.

A new record for “hits” was estab-
lished in April 2000 with 1,559,069, of which
725,740 were requests for web forms.

Total “hits” in April 2000 increased by
104.3 percent compared to April 1999. Hits
on the DOR homepage and requests for
forms increased by 91.6 percent and 103
percent, respectively, compared to April
1999.

During this period, mail requests and
walk-in requests for forms decreased by 12
percent and 45 percent, respectively.

Between April and September 2000,
total hits increased by 120 percent.
Homepage hits increased 79 percent and
requests for forms increased 122 percent
over the corresponding period in 1999.

During the same April-September 2000
period, mail requests and walk-in requests
for forms decreased by 32 percent and 48
percent, respectively.

Clearly, since the DOR launched its
website on July 1, 1996, taxpayers have
taken increased advantage year-by-year of
both tax forms and other comprehensive
information offered by the Department’s
various tax divisions.

It is expected that both taxpayer de-
mand and the cumulative number of “hits”
registered will continue to grow as the De-
partment adds ever-more sophisticated
applications to the site.

The DOR Website can be accessed
round-the-clock at www?2.rev.state.ga.us/

departments/dor.
(By Bill Pearce, DOR Web Master)

Continued from page 2
partment of Revenue. Contractor forms are
available on the DOR web site at
www2 state.ga.us/Departments/DOR/.

Questions should be directed to Kelli
Womack, DOR Sales and Use Tax Opera-
tions Manager, at 404-651-9559.

indes
cadlin®




Georgia Department of Revenue
Administration Division
Information Office - Room 401
270 Washington Street

Atlanta, GA 30334

DOR’s Voluntary Disclosure Program Continued

ness in Georgia.

If nexus is an issue, the fact letter
should contain sufficient information to
enable the Department to make a reason-
able determination of the taxpayer’s nexus
for sales and use taxes and corporate in-
come and net worth taxes. It is not neces-
sary to identify the taxpayer in the initial
fact letter.

The Department’s position on each
disclosure is based on the individual fact
pattern for each taxpayer. In order to be
considered for the disclosure program, the
taxpayer must not be currently under in-
vestigation by the Department and must
not have received prior notification from
the Department of an outstanding liability.

If a taxpayer has substantial nexus
with Georgia for sales and use tax or cor-
porate income and net worth tax, the De-
partment will generally agree to limit prior

period liability to three years from the date
of a taxpayer s initial written inquiry to the
Department or to the date nexus was es-
tablished, whichever is the lesser period.
The taxpayer will be required to remit any
tax and interest which may be due and the
Department will agree to waive all penal-
ties which may otherwise be imposed for
the disclosure period. These guidelines
also apply to disclosure requests for per-
sonal income tax and withholding tax.

In situations where a taxpayer may
have collected sales tax and failed to remit
the tax, the Department will extend the prior
period exposure beyond three years to re-
cover all taxes which were collected and
not remitted. Under these circumstances a
taxpayer will still qualify for a waiver of
penalty provided the outstanding tax and
interest due is paid. In situations involv-
ing withholding taxes, the Department will

generally agree to limit prior period liability
to three years, provided the taxpayer can
provide documentation that all of the
taxpayer’s employees had filed personal
income tax returns and had reported all in-
come earned from the employer for those
periods, which are outside the three-year
look-back period.

In the event withholding taxes had
been withheld and not remitted, the De-
partment will require that the look-back pe-
riod be extended beyond three years to re-
cover all taxes which were withheld and
not remitted.

All disclosure inquiries should be di-
rected to: Clark Ramirez, Program Manager-
Audits Compliance Division, 270 Washing-
ton Street, Room 108, Atlanta, GA 30334.
The telephone number is 404-651-5412.
(By Clark Ramirez, Department of
Revenue Compliance Division.)

tate Revenue Commissioner T.

Jerry Jackson announced on
Jan. 8, that net revenue collections for
the first six months of fiscal year 2001
totaled $6,797,682,357.64 compared to
$6,340,469,765.94 for fiscal year 2000, an
increase of $457,212,591.70. The percent-
age increase for the fiscal year is 7.2 per-
cent.

For the month of December, net rev-
enue collections totaled $1,112,738,978.61
compared to $1,052,864,790.29 for last
December, an increase of $59,874,188.32.
The percentage increase for the month
was 5.7 percent.

Collections Increase 7.2% During First Half FY 2001

FY 2001 Through December Compared to FY 2000 Through December

Revenue Source Total Difference  Percentage
*SALES & USE 2,547,550,366.56 up 160,588,897.41 6.7%
MOTOR FUEL 223,716,252.39 down (1,711,093.24) -0.8%
INDIVIDUAL INCOME 3.295,166,914.63 up 289,012,910.21 9.6%
CORPORATE INCOME 341,954,588.38 down (24,421,627.23) -6.7%
CIGAR & CIGARETTE 35,450,499.80 up 2,116,937.60 6.4%
MOTOR VEHICLE 97,579,892.13 up 4,497,896.64 4.8%
LIQUOR 18.,024,169.81 down (62,258.29) 0.3%
MALTBEVERAGE 36,982.,404.36 down (4.549,017.69) -11.0%
ESTATE 69,518,216.82 down (21,260,706.26)  -23.4%
PROPERTY 23,583,870.63 down (190,010.62) -0.8%
WINE 8,656,258.03 down (1,030,649.31) -10.6%
MISCELLANEOUS 99,498,924.10 up 5422131248 119.8%
*Includes 2nd Motor Fuel Tax (6 months) - $113,473,728.07

Visit DOR’s Website At www2.state.ga.us/Departments/DOR




